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A 
 

B I L L 
 

TO 

 
 
Differentiate members of the peerage from members of the nobility; to regulate the 
granting of peerages; to govern the finances of the peerage; to regulate the inheritance, 
disclaiming, and disqualification of titles; the demise of a title; to allow select 
hereditary peers the right to grant secondary titles; claiming a dormant title; and for 
connect purposes.  
 
 

E IT ENACTED by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Chivalrous and Noble, and Peers, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 

authority of the same as follows: — 
 
 
  

PART 1 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

1 Introductory Notes  
 

(1) The peerage and the noble are separate entities independent of one another.  
 

2 Creation of a peer 
 

(1) A peer can be created in — 
(a) any region of the Athenian Kingdom; 
(b) the Kingdom of Vorix; 
(c) Overseas Athenian Realms and Territories; and 
(d) the Athenian Crown Dependencies.  

 
(2) Where subsection (1) is concerned, other realms may regulate the appointment and 

regulation of peerages in a different manner. They have primary jurisdiction within 
their borders. 

  
(3) The authority to create new peers is vested in, and is the right of, the sovereign and 

His appointed agents acting with the consent and authority of the former.  
 

(4) Peers may only be created through an investiture ceremony and with Letters Patent.  
 

(5) An heir to a peerage may be invested into their title whilst the senior holder is still 
alive through a Writs of Acceleration. 

 
(6) A peer cannot otherwise be created.  

B 
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(7) A peer may either be a life peer (see Part 2) or a hereditary peer (see Part 3). 
 

(8) The total number of peers in each rank cannot exceed that of another rank more 
advanced than it. 

 
(9) Where subsection (8) is concerned, the phrase ‘another rank more advanced’ refers to 

any rank that is advanced to it either by one or any other number of ranks (see section 
4). 

 
(10) Peerages may only be conferred during the March Honors List and the Sovereign’s 

Honors List.  
 

(11) Nominations are to be made — 
(a) no more than 6 months; and  
(b) no less than 14 days before the relevant List. 

 

3 Roll of the Peerage 
 
(1) A record should be maintained of all existing peerages. 

 
(2) Only peerages are entered into the Roll. 

 
(3) The details of a newly conferred or created peerage should be entered into the Roll.  

 
(4) Details entered may be amended accordingly to changes that affect their status.  

 
(5) The Roll of the Peerage is to be revised and published at the end of every year.  

 

4  Ranks of the peerage 
 

(1) A new peer may be created into any of the following offices sorted by rank: — 
(a) Dukedom; 
(b) Marquisate; 
(c) Earldom; 
(d) Viscounty; or 
(e) Barony. 

 
(2) Knighthoods and Baronetcies are not recognized as part of the peerage. 

 

5 The power, influence and authority of the peerage 
	  

(1) Privileges bestowed upon peers are proportionate to their rank(s).  
 

(2) A peer (and their family) shall be given authority over other members of the nobility 
(and to an extent their respective families) who hold a lesser rank and have been 
placed under them. 

 
(3) Members of the peerage may be allowed to sit in the Upper House (House of 

Chivalry) of the Athenian Parliament.  
 

(4) Where subsection (3) is concerned — 
(a) see Part 2 section 11 for life peers; and  
(b) see Part 3 section 18 for hereditary peers. 

 
(5) Members of the peerage cannot be publically arrested or put on trial for certain crimes. 
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(6) Where subsection (5) is concerned, this is not to say that peers are entitled to total 
immunity.  

 
(7) Members of the peerage may have access to the royal court at Selbrone House with 

prior notice.  
 

(8) Section 5, with the exclusion of the entirety of subsections (3) and (4) and its effects 
and sections and subsections to which they refer, shall be enforced in all regions and 
realms in which His Majesty is sovereign. 

 

6 Financing the peerage	  
 

(1) The peerage shall be funded by the Civil List.  
 

(2) Where subsection (1) is concerned, 38% of the Civil List shall be set for the peerage. 
 

(3) Peers are to prepare a financial report at the end of every year (December) covering — 
(a) income; 
(b) expenses; and 
(c) any investments 

 
(4) All costs involved in the maintenance and funding of official residences (where 

applicable) are to be included in the report.  
 

(5) Where subsections (3) and (4) are concerned, the report may be prepared by the peer 
and their family, or by an external appointed accountant whose details must also be 
submitted and visible on the report.  

 
(6) The financial report does not need to be prepared in the event that the peerage 

becomes extinct.  
 

(7) A peer’s title(s) (and to all whom are affected by this) are not subjected to the state of 
their finances.  

 

7 Demise 
 

(1) ‘Demise’ refers to the event of a death of a peer.  
 

(2) When the holder of a title dies with no legal heir (‘in remainder’), the title becomes 
extinct. 

   
 
 

PART 2 
 

LIFE PEERS 
 

8 Life peers 
 

(1) Life peerages are granted for life and cannot be bequeathed. 
 

(2) Life peers can only be created by the sovereign on advise of the Lord Regent. 
 

(3) A life peer, regardless of their rank, shall be addressed as ‘Lord’ or ‘Lady’, or as ‘Lord 
(last name) of (place of origin)’. 
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(4) Members of the House of Peers who are made life peers may remain in that House 
until the end of that political year.  

 
(5) They will sit in the House of Chivalry from the beginning of the next political year 

onwards. 
 

(6) Life peers are not considered part of the aristocracy. 
 

9 Single Title Policy 
 
(1) Life peers cannot hold multiple titles. 

 
(2) Subsection (1) will not be enforced in the following case(s); —  

(a) where the peer’s life title is secondary to a hereditary title;  
(b) where the peer’s title is changed to that of a hereditary title; or 
(c) where specific permission has been granted by the sovereign on advise of the 

Lord Regent. 
 

10 Courtesy titles  
 
(1) Legitimate issue and partners of a life peer may bear a courtesy title. 

 
(2) Where subsection (1) is concerned, issue must be directly and immediately descended 

from a life peer; and 
 

(3) An individual bearing a courtesy title does not need to be recorded in the Roll of the 
Peerage. 

 
(4) A bearer of a courtesy title will be addressed as ‘The Lord’ or ‘The Lady’.  

 
(5) Courtesy peers do not hold any position or rank of nobility in their own right. 

 
(6) A courtesy peer who is granted their own peerage may continue to bear their courtesy 

title. 
 

(7) A holder of a courtesy title will not be financed by the Civil List unless they hold a 
peerage in their own right.  

 

11 Right to sit in the House of Chivalry 
 

(1) Holders of life peerages have full rights in, and to sit in, the House of Chivalry. 
 

(2) Where subsection (1) is concerned, life peers who are also primarily hereditary peers 
may only sit in the House of Chivalry with the authority and permission granted by a 
Writs of Summons.  

 
(3) This privilege does not extend to holders of courtesy titles.  

 

12 Amendment of title and ranks 
 

(1) The sovereign may on advise of the Lord Regent amend the title and rank held by a 
life peer.  

(2) Only Letters Patent may amend a peer’s rank.  
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(3) It cannot otherwise be amended.  
 

(4) Such change must be recorded in the Roll of the Peerage. 
 

13 Changing from a life peer to a hereditary peer 
 
(1) The sovereign may make a life peer into a hereditary peer on advice of the Lord 

Regent. 
 

(2) A life peer who is made a hereditary peer may remain a member of the House of Peers 
for the rest of the parliamentary session. 

 
(3) A Writ of Summons may make the new hereditary peer a member of the House of 

Chivalry. 
 

(4) Such change must be recorded in the Roll of the Peerage. 
 

14 Disclaiming a title  
 
(1) Peers may wish to renounce their title at any time.  

 
(2) A peer who disclaims their title may —  

(a) not reclaim that same title; and 
(b) only reclaim that same title through a new creation or granting. 

 
(3) A disclaimed peerage cannot otherwise be reclaimed by that same individual who had 

renounced it.  
 

(4) All other titles that exist as a result of the original must be relinquished upon the 
announcement of renunciation.  

 
(5) Details of the renounced peerage must be removed from the Roll of the Peerage upon 

renunciation.  
 

15 Disqualification  
 
(1) Any individual who holds, or has been selected to hold, a peerage for life may be 

disqualified from their position. 
 

(2) Disqualification may only occur — 
(a) within the period of nomination;  
(b) through instructions by a Royal Warrant; or 
(c) when an individual nominated to hold a peerage is no longer eligible.    

 
(3) If an existing peer is disqualified from their title(s), details must be recorded in the 

Roll of the Peerage. 
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PART 3 
 

HEREDITARY PEERS 
 

16 Hereditary peers 
 
(1) Hereditary peerages may be bequeathed to other members of the peer’s family. 

 
(2) A hereditary peer, whatever their rank, shall normally be addressed as ‘Lord’ or 

‘Lady’, as ‘(their rank) (their last name)’, or as ‘Lord (geographic association)’.  
 

(3) Hereditary peers have a restricted right in, and to sit in, the House of Chivalry. 
 

(4) Hereditary peers are part of the aristocracy.  
 

17 Right to official residences 
 
(1) Hereditary peers have a right to an official site of residence. 

  
(2) Peers may wish to continue to use their (or one of their) present property as their site 

of official residence.  
 

(3) Where subsection (2) is concerned, sites of residence may be considered at a later date.  
 

(4) The Civil List will meet the whole cost (or part of) needed to maintain and fund 
official residences.  

 
(5) Costs for the funding of the official residences are to be recorded in the monthly 

financial report. 
 

(6) Official residences may pass to anyone whom inherits the peerage.  
 

(7) In the event that the peerage to which the residence was given becomes extinct, the 
site would remain as part of the property of the family.  

 
(8) Where subsection (7) is concerned, funding would no longer be met by the Civil List.  

 

18 Right to sit in the House of Chivalry 
 
(1) Hereditary peers have a limited right in, and to sit in, the House of Chivalry. 

 
(2) Hereditary peers may only be actively present in the Upper House through 

permission and rights granted by a Writ of Summons.  
 

(3) A hereditary peer who is also the holder of a life peerage may not sit in the House of 
Chivalry unless specific permission has been granted by a Writ of Summons. 

 
(4) Permission granted by a Writ of Summons does not extend to holders of courtesy titles 

unless otherwise indicated.  
 

19 Right to grant secondary peerages 
 
(1) Hereditary peers may be allowed to grant peerages on behalf of the sovereign.  
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(2) Where subsection (1) is concerned, Hereditary Peers may grant either of the two types 
of peerages.  

 
(3) Permission to grant secondary peerages is located in the Letters Patent. 

 
(4) Peers may not grant peerages that are equal or more senior in rank.  

 
(5) Proposed peerages must be submitted to the Honors Committee for approval before 

granting.  
 

(6) Where subsection (5) is concerned —  
(a) future peerages should be submitted to the Committee no less than 14 days 

before the time of granting;  
(b) should the Committee wish to amend or withdraw its decision, it shall only 

do so between the time of the publication of its original decision and 6 months 
after the peerage has been granted; and  

(c) Submissions should include the grantee’s— 
(i) given names and last name; 
(ii) gender; 
(iii) age at the time of nomination; 
(iv) address of residence at the time of nomination; and 
(v) proposed rank. 

 

20 Subsidiary peerages and courtesy titles 
 

Subsidiary peerages  
 
(1) A secondary peerage may also be termed a ‘subsidiary peerage’. 

 
(2) Secondary peers must take the Oaths of Allegiance to their parent peerage and the 

sovereign. 
 

(3) Holders of subsidiary peerages may not grant other peerages.  
 

(4) Subsidiary peers may not sit in the House of Chivalry unless specifically ordered to do 
so by a Writ of Summons. 

 
(5) Subsidiary peers do not have a right to official residences.  

 
(6) Where subsection (5) is concerned, subsidiary peers may share the same official 

residence as their grantor. 
  

(7) Subsidiary peers are not funded by the Civil List.  
 

(8) Subsidiary peers are otherwise governed by the same laws as their primary 
counterparts.  

 
(9) In the event of the extinction of the main peerage, subsidiary peerages will cease to be 

of secondary status and will become peerages in their own right.  
 

(10) Where subsection (9) is concerned, they will be governed as primary peers.  
 
Courtesy Titles 
 

(11) Courtesy titles may be borne by — 
(a) the heir apparent; 
(b) the heir presumptive; 
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(c) the wife or husband of a peer; or 
(d) children directly descended from a peer.  

 
(12) Courtesy titles cannot be of the same or a more senior rank.  

 
(13) Individuals who hold courtesy titles are not peers. 

 

21 Changing of ranks 
 
(1) The sovereign may on advice of the Lord Regent alter an existing hereditary peer’s 

rank.  
 

(2) A Peer’s rank can only be changed through Letters Patent.  
 

(3) Where subsection (2) is concerned, should a female peer in her own right or by right of 
bearing a courtesy title engage in a marriage with a peer of a more senior rank, her 
rank would be changed to match those of his.  

(a) an example for subsection (3) — 
 

Lady A Countess of Oxfordshire, after marriage with Lord B Duke of Leicester, 
becomes Lady A the Duchess of Leicester.  

 
(4) Subsidiary peerages will remain unaffected by changes in the rank of their parent 

peerage. 
 

22 Changing from a hereditary peer to a life peer 
 
(1) The sovereign may make a hereditary title into a life title on advise of the Lord Regent.  

 
(2) Such an individual would automatically have the right to sit in the House of Chivalry. 

 
(3) Where subsection (2) is concerned, if the individual is made a life peer before the end 

of an ongoing parliamentary session, they must wait for the beginning of a new 
session.  

 
(4) Those bearing courtesy titles may continue to do so for the remaining lifespan of the 

recently made life peer. 
 

(5) Hereditary peers possessing official residences may continue their ownership of the 
property.  

 
(6) The site of residence must be surrendered upon the demise of the life peer. 

 
(7) Official residences would no longer be funded by the Civil List.  

 
(8) Where subsection (7) is concerned, details would not need to be entered into the 

financial report.  
 

(9) Details of such change must be recorded in the Roll of the Peerage.  
 

(10) Subsidiary peerages would not be affected by such change. 
 

(11) Where subsection (10) is concerned, subsidiary peerages will become primary 
peerages upon the demise of their parent peer.  
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23 Succession to a title 
 
(1) Succession to a hereditary peerage is governed by details mentioned in the Letters 

Patent granting that same peerage.  
 

(2) Methods of succession shall be determined by statutory instruments.  
 

(3) Succession to a hereditary peerage by methods other than those mentioned in the 
Letters Patent will result in disqualification.  

 
(4) Where subsection (2) is concerned, if as a result of the same there is no one in 

remainder, and if the Letters Patent make no provision for alternative methods of 
succession, the peerage becomes extinct.  

 
(5) Finances, properties, and other effects owned by the deceased peer as a result of their 

peerage will be inherited by their successor.  
 

(6) The details of the demise and succession of a peer must be recorded in the Roll of the 
Peerage.  

 

24 Claiming a dormant title 
 
(1) A dormant title is one that has yet to be inherited by those legally in remainder.  

 
(2) His Majesty’s Government has no obligation to locate individuals in remainder to a 

peerage.  
 

(3) If none in remainder legally inherits the peerage within a year (12 months), the 
peerage becomes dormant. 

 
(4) Where subsection (3) is concerned, any individual who is meant to succeed must make 

themselves known to the Honors Committee before succession.  
 

25 Abeyance 
 
(1) Abeyance occurs when it is not known who should inherit a peerage though legal 

heirs are known to exist.  
 

(2) Abeyance can occur when — 
(a) the Letters Patent do not satisfactorily govern a situation in which succession 

is not clear; and  
(b) multiple individuals may legally inherit the same title. 

 
(3) In such cases the Honors Committee would organize a Select Committee to settle the 

matter.  
 

(4) Before a decision is reached — 
(a) the peerage is dormant;  
(b) the finances and privileges of the peerage may not be used; and  
(c) the official residences belonging to the peerage may be used equally by those 

legally in remainder.  
 

(5) Funding by the Civil List would only be in place when the Select Committee reaches a 
decision.  
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26 Disclaiming a title 
 
(1) A hereditary peer may choose to disclaim their title at any time.  

 
(2) Where subsection (1) is concerned, it cannot be reclaimed by that same individual. 

 
(3) Such a decision must be made known to the Honors Committee.  

 
(4) The effects of renouncement include — 

(a) the surrendering of official residences to the Crown; 
(b) the cessation of courtesy titles and all privileges; and 
(c) the cessation of funding (in any form) as a result of the peerage. 

 
(5) In the event of a renouncement, a subsidiary peerage becomes a primary peerage in its 

own right.  
 

(6) Details of renouncement must be entered into the Roll of the Peerage.  
 

27 Disqualification 
 
(1) A hereditary peer (or a nominee for the same) may be disqualified from the peerage.  

 
(2) Disqualification may only occur — 

(a) within the period of nomination; 
(b) through instructions from a Royal Warrant; or 
(c) when a peer (or heir of a peer) breaks the — 

(i) conditions for which they were given the peerage; or  
(ii) regulations governing their peerage.  

 
(3) Upon disqualification, a peer’s usage of titles and other effects as a member of the 

peerage must cease.  
 

(4) The other effects of disqualification are the same as the effects for renouncement (see 
section 26 subsection 4). 

 
(5)  A disqualified peer cannot be reinstated.  

 
 
 

PART 4 
 

FINAL PROVISIONS 
 

28 Commencement and short title 
 
(1) This Act comes into force on the first working Monday after the Opening of 

Parliament in 2014. 
 

(2) This Act may be cited as the Peerage Act 2014. 
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